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sl Feb. Meeting Minutes

Treasurer's Report: Eric Oddlison aid bolonce s $6857; nsurance is pele.
Membership Report: Bil Bles re-leced Presdent, teve Cobbl reelected
Vice President, Eric Odleifson elected Treasurer, Alma McDermot elected
Secrefry, Corol Anne Brown elected Membership Diretor. FOW needs o
kesp frock ofwhen people fined. We discussed how for back in ‘07 10 get 08
membership, pethaps 6 morihs. Odlefson menfioned thre were some people
who gove donafons of $100 or more. They couldbe exempt,Brown wil send
outemalsfo fhose who are renewing, A lefer fo hem vould include a fink o
the websie and our FOW sfickers. We could give o FOW T-hirt o renls of
$50 or more.

Tral Core Events for 2008; The damage is bad in the pork and wel need fo
getrc of alofof dead wood. Some rals could also use some grovelbecause
of erosion isues. Pk Sevice Dy is 5/17; NEMBA Trl Days are: 3/16,
6/7,8/24, ond 10/12. Steve Gammon suggested we could do some plonfing
of fowers and some bricking on Pork Serve Doy. Steve Cobble would fi)ke il
work wih RIP - Recreationo?Troﬂs Program. He il work on o gront vih
NEMBA since ve are not 5013 company. The nformafin wﬂ| be availble
on the DCR websfe. NEMBA clso offers $300 grons ond Cobble would le us
fo use thot o purchose o se oftools for FOW i doys and o muck fuck. He
had a proposal fo work on abandoned ral beds. We can't more the rairoud
fies e fo hazardous wase problems, but we may be obl fo rete a poth
Hhat goes around fhem and crecte m unpaved roi{trail.

ke withthe Hinghom Lond Conservation Trust3/29 from 10-12 P The
Trus i exched fo bing their members o the Wompatuck fas. Bill Bols hopes
that hrough his hike, we con acquaint them withsome ofhe ice parts of our
il syt I v suggested o do aloap wich ot ond fihes o he
Vistor Center, or use 0 van fo fransporteveryone fo anoer ocafion and end
up atthe Vistor Cenfer, It wll b put oo the websfeand e-mails willbe set
foinfrestd parfes. Oddlefson suggesed we ¢-mail Vickischow@eomcast et
wih websfe updates.

Web page: Websie comes up very nice on o Google search.

Pow Wo Update: Nafive Americans il gve overview ot the March meing
Friends of Wompatuck T-shirt Boles would e o see our FOW logo on
Oddefson soid e spent about $600 for about 100 voluneer i, which
comes out o cbout 657 each fora colored it vih the setup fee ond
wording. Bokes would ke fo reward people who join c a higher levelvifh o
shirt. We could lso se them of events. I wos suggested ot ve fnd ot o
localschool hs a prinfng-ype program fha does T-shrs fo lower e cost,
New Business: Gammon%)rie[ed FOW on an environmenfol gt program
given by Energy, a power plont company. Alhough th program hos a March
10 deadline, he fhought we could come up with  projectfo enfer. s on annu-
ol event, 50 it we con' come up with something now, we could apply n fhe o
fre. Gammon suggested a boardwalk on Docne St since f very flooded.
Bil sid fve foke  picure of it now, tht would help with the ront proces,
Specically, the gront"proides supportfo communty basee projct ot od-
dress energy efficiency and provid sustinable solutons fo preserve the eni-
ronment. [t wos suggested iﬁat we use it fowards repocement o windows.
Molcolm Nelson oied v could promoe he comping cspectof NENBARs
and get a poron of hefe sed o reserve compses Gammon ke theideo
Ol Business: Andly Mils suggesed we put Bunfer NG dircfions in the front
disploy cose ond pKoto/ history on the vebsfe. The projetshould be complee
by lte summer. FOW brochure soft met February 24 #or design/copy isues.

Alma Ramos McDermot, Secrefry..see you ot the next mesfing Monday, Morch 101
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Photo courtesy of Donald Olsen
This Hingham U.S. Navy 65-ton diesel locomotive was sent to Pennsylvania after depot closed.

Former Ordnance Workers Remember When
Ammo Trains Rolled Before Greenbush

By Jim Rose, FOW News Editor and Historian

The Hingham Naval Ammunition Depot switches and wave warning flags at street
was the last operation to run trainson the  intersections,” said Amonte. “| enjoyed
Old Colony railroad before the Greenbush  my job. A lot of Hingham people worked
line opened last year. The Old Colony there, including my two brothers Rocco
carried passengers on the line from 1845 and Patsy, who were heavy equipment op-
until shutdown in 1959; the depot closed erators. Although the work had an ele-

its doors in 1962. Having begun in 1904, ment of danger, we had safety procedures.
the ammunition depot provided ordnance  We all got along and had a few laughs at
for the U.S. Navy fleet during World War  the same time.” Well known to many

I, World War Il and the Korean Conflict. Hingham residents, Amonte ended up

A few of its employees remaining in the working as a police officer for the Town
South Shore still have warm memoriesof ~ of Hingham for 36 years.

their past jobs working with the Navy Peter Stonis of Walpole spent his depot
trains. Since they are getting on in years railroad days as a hoist- o

and they worked with my late parents ing engineer. “At the :

there, | thought | would interview them. Mainside (now called

When Hingham resident Sam Amonte Barecove Park), we op-
hears the horn sound erated a 65-ton locomo-
from the new Greenbush tive and an 80-ton loco-
railroad, he nostalgically motive,” Stonis remem-
recalls his 1950's em- bered as he studied pho- Peter Stonis
ployment as a brakeman tos of railroad cranes in the depot’s “ Shot
for the ammunition de- and Shell” newspaper dated 1955. “ Over
pot. “My job wasto at the Cohasset Annex (now Wompatuck
hook-up and brake-away  Sam Amonte State Park), we aso had a 65 and an 80.
ammunition boxcars, operate the rall My specialty was to load and off-load am-

continued on page 2
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When Ammo Trains Rolled Before Greenbush (cont. from page 1)

munition from the trains to trucks and
warehouses. Whenever a Navy ship
pulled into Boston Harbor, they would
store the ammo at the depot.” When ques-
tioned if there were any accidents, “only
when atrain would jump the track now
and then,” he said. “We would send a
crew down and fix it. No big deal. Oh,
and also when | was given an ‘dl clear’
to depart and someone left a heavy metal
loading plank attached to the train. | end-
ed up wiping out three pillars supporting
the loading dock roof.”

Former Leadingman of Transportation
Donad Guilfoyle of [

Hanover was the super-
visor in charge of the
rail operation. “Weall [&8
loved working at the de- [Ed
pot,” he beamed. “The
job gave me afeeling of I
accomplishment. | Donald Guilfoyle
scheduled the departures and pick-ups.
We hauled everything from bullets,
bombs, depth charges, torpedoes, 16-inch
projectiles and rockets. Besides the loco-
motives, we operated boxcars, flatcars,
section cars, railroad cranes and a small
utility train called a hurdy-gurdy. The
trains would travel back and forth from
the Hingham Mainside to the Cohasset
Annex and also out of state.” U.S. Navy
records from 1959 list: 70 boxcars, 22
flatcars, 4 sectioncars and 2 railroad
cranes.

Bill Handrahan of
Hull was an inspector
then. Besides checking
tolerances and safety
procedures, he also
made sure carpenters
blocked and braced in
the bombs etc. so they

Concrete barricaded sidings for ammo trains.

wouldn't role. This operation was done at
the Cohasset Annex classification yard.
“Many of the boxcars would be stored
overnight at the Annex in barricaded con-
crete sidings,” Bill recollects. “ That was
in case of an explosion, the blast would
be contained and sent straight up.”

Former Ordnanceman Jim Larsh, who
lives in Middleborough,
remembers when block-
ing gave way inside a
boxcar: “A 16-inch shell
broke free from the crib-
bing,” Larsh said in an
ominous overtone. “The \
warhead rolled off its Jim Larsh
seat and the tip of the projectile penetrat-
ed the side of the freight car. That war-
head weighed over aton. If that thing
ever blew, the whole of the South Shore
would have heard it. Plus, no telling how
many casudties it would cause. | aso re-
member when kids broke into an ammo
car, | believe in the Readville yard of
Dedham. It was a shipment of mortar
shell propellant increments that Seattle,
Washington was sending down to us. The
boneheads threw them all around the area,
not knowing what they were. Luckily,
none exploded. The Navy had abig inves
tigation after that. Also at the depot, if
you came up with a good idea the Navy
could use, you got areward. It was caled
a‘benny-sug’ for beneficial suggestion. |
got 15 bucks for atruck scale idea. It now
sounds like peanuts, but aloaf of bread
was around a dime then.”

Hingham resident and former guard and
Ordnanceman George Bartlett recounts
the strict safety procedures. “We al had
to wear safety shoes there,” Bartlett said.
“The shoes had a big stedl toe to protect
usin case ashell dropped on it. We dso

had to wear anti-spark [
grounding clamps on the
shoe. And naturaly,
there was no smoking
on the job. They had
designated areas for
that. The Navy periodi-
cally gave out a George Bartlett
‘Commanding Officer's Good
Housekeeping Plaque’ award for safety. |
loaded alot of bombs to and from box-
cars a the Annex Transfer Building. The
state park still usesit for storage.”

Tom Beary from Whitman helped close
down the depot with my
father. He was a brake-
man and also Head
Ordnanceman. “When |
think back to those de-
pot trains, | think the
funniest incident oc-
curred at Hingham Tom Beary
Mainside on the docks of the Back
River,” he said with a boyish smile on his
face. “When we were loading one of the
freight cars, the driver of the forklift was-
n't watching where he was backing with
his full load and drove himself off the
dock into the drink. The few of us still
around with our fading memories always
seem to remember that hilarious accident.
The driver didn’t get hurt, and we eventu-
ally recovered the forklift. How can you
forget a caper like that?' (Sadly, Tom died
February 21.)

All of the former depot workers inter-
viewed approve of the new Greenbush
line. Sam Amonte says, “Greenbush is
great! | only pay $2.50 as a senior for a
trip into Boston. By the way, did | ever
tell you the time we used the train to steal
a hot stove at the depot?’ Thank God
Sammy became acop. M
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Rock painted “Friday 13, 1956 by train engi-
neers Herk Henningson, Jack Conway and
Earnest Spillane (along bike trail E13-C10).




